sthe BotswanaHarvard Health
APartnership (BHP)  begins

2026, Executive Director Dr
Gaerolwe Masheto has called on
staff to embrace the new year with
renewed hope, shared purpose,
and confidence in the institution’s
collective strength.

In his New Year message to
colleagues, Dr Masheto extended
warm wishes to BHP staff and
their families, while paying special
tribute to team members who
remained on duty during the festive
season shutdown. He commended
their dedication to safeguarding
institutional resources, maintaining
infrastructure, and ensuring the
uninterrupted continuity of essential
research operations and protocols.

Reflecting on the year gone by,
Dr Masheto acknowledged that the
past year presented unexpected
challenges, testing the institution’s
resilience. Despite this, he noted that

BHP staff remained steadfast in their
commitment to advancing science,
safeguarding study participants,
maintaining data quality, mentoring
emerging leaders, and upholding
the highest standards of research
integrity.

“These efforts did more than
sustain BHP; they strengthened it/
he said, adding that the institution’s
impact is ultimately defined by the
people who carry out its mission
every day.

Dr Masheto emphasised that
every interaction with a study
participant, every dataset protected,
every student mentored, and every
innovation advanced contributes to
a broader mission of improving lives
and shaping the future of health in
Botswana, the region, and globally.

Looking ahead to 2026, the
Executive Director outlined key
priorities for the year, including
strengthening institutional
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sustainability, expanding strategic
partnerships, investing in people
and priority infrastructure, and
embracing innovation. Central to
these efforts, he said, is the continued
cultivation of a culture grounded in
trust, accountability, collaboration,
innovation, and excellence.

He encouraged staff to use the
new year as an opportunity to think
boldly, work smarter, support one
another, and lead with integrity,
noting that each individual plays a
vital role in shaping the next chapter
of BHP's journey.

Dr Masheto concluded by
thanking staff for their resilience,
dedication, and belief in BHP’s
mission, expressing confidence that
together theinstitution will continue
to create meaningful impact, inspire
change, and leave a lasting legacy of
excellence.
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he Chair of the Botswana Harvard Health
TPartnership (BHP) Board of Members and Vice

Provost for International Affairs at Harvard
University, Professor Mark C. Elliott, accompanied by
Board of Directors member Dr Shahin Lockman and BHP
Executive Director Dr Gaerolwe Masheto, conducted
a familiarisation tour of BHP facilities on 27 January
2026. The tour aimed to provide first-hand insight into
the clinical and laboratory research environments in
which BHP studies are conducted. It also formed part of
broader Board engagements with BHP staffand research
teams, aimed at deepening the Board’s understanding
of operational realities and ensuring that governance
decisions are informed by on-the-ground perspectives.

The visit took place a day ahead of the BHP Annual
General Meeting (AGM) held on Wednesday, 28 January
2026, where key governance, strategic, and operational
matters of the Partnership were discussed. The facility
tour formed part of the Board’s ongoing commitment
to strengthening oversight, governance, and support
for BHP’s clinical and research programmes.

The tour focused on clinical and research sites in
Gaborone and Molepolole. During the visits, Professor
Elliott interacted directly with study teams and received

briefings on ongoing studies, operational achievements,
and challenges encountered in the implementation of
research activities.

The January 2026 tour reflects the BHP Board’s hands-
on approach to governance and its dedication to
engaging with staff to ensure that research conducted
under the Partnership continues to meet the highest
standards while responding effectively to the needs of
researchers, study participants, and the broader health
system.

Earlier in the day, ahead of the facility tour, Professor
Elliott, accompanied by Dr Masheto and Dr Lockman,
paid a courtesy call on the Acting Permanent Secretary
of Health, Dr Mareko Ramotsababa, at the Ministry of
Health. The Ministry’s delegation included the Acting
Director of Health Services, Dr Oratile Mfokeng-Selei,
and Dr Rex Segadimo, Acting Secretary of Specialised
Health Care.

The meeting reaffrmed the strong partnership
between BHP and the Government of Botswana and
underscored a shared commitment to advancing
high-quality, ethical, and impactful health research in
support of national health priorities.
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Professor Elliott, accompanied by Dr Masheto and Dr Lockman, paid a courtesy call on the Acting Permanent Secretary of Health, Dr Mareko
Ramotsababa, at the Ministry of Health. The Ministry’s delegation included the Acting Director of Health Services, Dr Oratile Mfokeng-Selei,
and Dr Rex Segadimo, Acting Secretary of Specialised Health Care.
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he Chair of the Botswana Harvard Health
TPartnership (BHP) Board of Members, Professor

Mark C. Elliott, on Wednesday evening, 28 January
2026, hosted a dinner for BHP Study Coordinators at
the Avani Hotel, creating a platform for engagement,
reflection, and dialogue on the implementation of BHP-
supported studies.

The dinner brought together Study Coordinators and
Principal Investigators from various clinical and research
programmes, as well as support services leadership.
The informal yet focused engagement provided an
opportunity to recognise the Study Coordinators’
contributions and to network openly as a team.

During the engagement, Professor Elliott commended
the Study Coordinators for their central role in
the successful delivery of BHP's research agenda,
emphasising that their leadership and coordination
efforts are critical to maintaining high standards of
ethical, scientific, and operational excellence.

“With the modest resources that you have, you are
doing an amazing and tremendous amount of great
research,” said Professor Elliott.

Reflecting on the past year, he acknowledged the

challenges faced by the institution, particularly
funding constraints, and praised the team’s resilience.
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“Sometimes we go through change, change that we
do not necessarily welcome, but we must face those
challenges and turn them into opportunities. This is
exactly what you did amid funding cuts. If last year did
not teach us anything, then we should reflect,” he said.
He concluded his remarks by encouraging teamwork
and mutual support. “You must continue taking care of
each other as ateam and continue doing the great work
that you do,” he said, ending with his signature closing:
“Thank you for making Harvard great.”’

BHP Executive Director, Dr Gaerolwe Masheto, also
expressed appreciation for the Study Coordinators
and support staff, noting that the organisation is in a
stronger position than it was in mid-2025. “With all the
challenges we faced last year, you, the teams running
the studies, and the support staff, pulled together with
enduring commitment to ensure that we survived.
Thank you for the efforts, and let us continue working
together to ensure that we keep improving,” he said.

Additional messages of appreciation were delivered
by Dr Shahin Lockman, who thanked the team for their
dedication. Professor Joseph Makhema added that,
with the strong cadre of Principal Investigators at BHP,
the institution is well positioned for continued growth.
“l look forward to this new team of investigators and
administrators taking us into the new BHP. We will defy
the challenges,” he said.



her Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Molecular

Biology (Tuberculosis Genomics) at Stellenbosch
University following avirtual oralexaminationheldon 12
January 2025. Her doctoral thesis is titled “Rifampicin-
resistant tuberculosis: an emerging threat to human
health in Botswana.”

Dr Tuelo Mogashoa has successfully defended

Dr Mogashoa is the first of seven PhD fellows from the
inaugural cohort of the TESA Addressing Gender and
Diversity Regional Gaps in Clinical Research Capacity
(TAGENDI) programme to successfully complete
her doctoral studies. The TAGENDI fellowship is
implemented under the Trials of Excellence in Southern
Africa (TESA) Network.

As part of the PhD requirements, Dr Mogashoa was
expected to produce four manuscripts, with at least
two published in peer-reviewed journals. She has met
this requirement, having published two peer-reviewed
articles arising from her doctoral work, with a third
manuscript accepted for publication and a fourth
currently under review.

Reflecting on the milestone, Dr Mogashoa expressed
gratitude for the support she received throughout her
doctoral journey.
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“l feel deeply honoured and grateful to be the first
TAGENDI PhD fellow to complete the programme;
it still feels almost unbelievable. It is indeed a proud
moment, and this achievement reflects the strength of
the TAGENDI programme, the mentorship and training
support | received, and the dedication required to
complete doctoral training. | hope it will encourage
other fellows to complete their PhD journeys,” she said.
She described the successful completion of her PhD
as a significant personal and professional milestone,
representing years of intensive training, long hours in
the laboratory, rigorous data analysis, perseverance,
and growth as a researcher.

“It has strengthened my ability to lead independent
research, supervise and mentor emerging scientists,
and contribute meaningfully to TB research and public
health impact, particularly in molecular epidemiology,”
she added.

Looking ahead, Dr Mogashoa’s short-term priorities
include finalising additional manuscripts from her
doctoral work, organising a dissemination session for
key stakeholders, and strengthening collaborations to
translate research findings into programme-relevant
action.

In the medium term, she plans to pursue a postdoctoral
fellowship and expand her research on drug-resistant
tuberculosis, including the characterisation of non-
tuberculous mycobacteria using whole-genome
sequencing and advanced bioinformatic analyses.
“Ultimately, my aspiration is to become a research
leader who helps strengthen genomics capacity and
evidence-based TB control in Botswana and the region,”
she said.
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r Bonolo Phinius, a Postdoctoral Fellow at the
DBotswana Harvard Health Partnership (BHP)
based at the Botswana Sexual and Reproductive
Health Initiative (BSRHI), has been named one of only
10 recipients of the Early Career Researcher (ECR) Seed
Funding Award from the Afrique Research Support Hub

(ARSH) — Southern Africa Region.

Dr Phinius was selected for the Afrique Research
Support Hub (ARSH) 12-month Mentorship Programme
in November 2025. The announcement of her Seed
Funding Award follows a week-long Grants Writing
Workshop held in Durban, South Africa, from 26 to 30
January 2026, which brought together mentees from
across the region.

Selection for the in-person workshop was highly
competitive. ARSH mentees were required to submit
a research proposal that was rigorously assessed on
relevance, feasibility, research focus, collaboration
potential, applicant capacity, and responsiveness to
multiple rounds of reviewer feedback, culminating in a
revised proposal submission.

Dr Phinius's successful proposal, titled “Early Steps, Big

Hopes: Elimination of HIV Acquisition in Pregnant and
Postpartum Women: Experiences With and Preferences
for PrEP Care in Botswana,”is embedded within BSRHI's
ongoing STEP-UP NIH RO1 study and is linked to several
other BHP-supported projects.

The ARSH Programme, supported by The Wellcome Trust
and implemented in partnership with the Africa Health
Research Institute (AHRI) in South Africa and the African
Population and Health Research Center (APHRC) in
Kenya, is a capacity-strengthening initiative designed to
train, mentor, and support post-PhD African researchers
in securing competitive international research funding.

BSRHI Director, Professor Chelsea Morroni, together with
BHP leadership, congratulated Dr Phinius on the well-
deserved award. Professor Morroni also acknowledged
the contributions of Dr Aamirah Mussa and Yasmin
Dunkley, who supported Dr Phinius throughout the
process.

“Building a research career takes a village, and | am
deeply grateful and proud of our little village,” said
Professor Morroni.



ormer BHP Scientist Thembinkosi “Thembi”
FShadreck, who is currently pursuing a Master’s

degreein Molecular Medicineatthe Cyprusinstitute
of Neurology and Genetics (CING), has encouraged
fellow scientists at the Botswana Harvard Health
Partnership (BHP) to consider enrolling in graduate
studies to broaden their skills and career prospects.

Thembiis arecipient of the Cyprus Institute of Neurology
and Genetics (CING) Scholarship, awarded in 2025 and
jointly supported by the Cyprus Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. She joined BHP in January 2024 as a laboratory
volunteer and was later appointed Laboratory Scientist
in August 2024, a role she held until August 2025.
Her master’s programme focuses on the molecular
pathology of disease, with an emphasis on translational
research.

“This training will strengthen my expertise in molecular
diagnostics, disease mechanisms, and translational
research, enabling me to contribute more effectively to
high-quality research at BHP and nationally,” she said.
“The hands-on training will also advance my laboratory
skills and support capacity building through the transfer
of molecular techniques.”
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She added that the programme will enhance her ability
to conduct research that informs population-level
health strategies for both complex and monogenic
diseases. Her training includes advanced genomics and
other omics sciences, molecular diagnostics, biomarker
discovery, and big data analysis.

“Upon returning, lintend to apply these skills to improve
laboratory protocols, support the development of
molecular diagnostics, and contribute to research that
informs public health interventions,” said Thembi.“l also
hope to share my knowledge with younger scientists at
tertiary level through teaching and training.”

Reflecting on her journey, Thembi noted that exposure
to BHP’s strong academic environment shifted her
perception of postgraduate education.

“Growing up, | believed that attaining a master’s or PhD
was out of reach. However, during my time at BHP, |
witnessed many PhD graduations, which changed my
mindset. With the right support and guidance, both
of which are abundant at BHP, postgraduate study is
achievable,” she said.



Botswana Harvard Health Partnership

She encouraged colleagues to view further education
as an investment in personal and professional growth,
emphasising that graduate training enables scientists
to stay abreast of rapidly evolving scientific tools, align
with BHP’s mission, and collaborate more broadly.

Applications for the CING Scholarship for September

The African STARS Fellowship Programme aims
to develop the next generation of African leaders
in  genomics, diagnostics, vaccine design, and
biotechnology innovation. Fellows are expected to
gain advanced technical expertise, leadership skills,
and career development opportunities in cutting-edge
fields essential for strengthening Africa’s health sector.

2026 are now open for three Batswana to pursue
master’s degrees in Molecular Medicine, Medical
Genetics, Biotechnology, or Neuroscience. The
scholarship is fully funded, including a monthly stipend.
Thembi encouraged eligible candidates to apply.

Applications for the Cyprus Institute of Neurology
and Genetics (CING) Scholarship for September 2026
are now open for three Batswana to pursue master’s
degrees in Molecular Medicine, Medical Genetics,
Biotechnology, or Neuroscience. The scholarship is
fully funded and includes a monthly stipend. Eligible
candidates are encouraged to apply online via: https://
extranet.cing.ac.cy/applynow

Meanwhile, another BHP Scientist, Thato Phenyo,
who graduated with a BSc in Biologoical Scineces
and Biotechnology from the Botswana International
University of Science & Technology (BIUST) in 2024, has
been awarded the prestigious African STARS Fellowship
to pursue a Master's degree in Bioinformatics of
Infectious Diseases at Stellenbosch University. Thato is
one of the seven African STARS fellows selected for this
programme.

Spatial distribution of central obesity in rural and peri urban communities of Botswana: a nested Botswana
Combination Prevention Project (BCPP) cross-sectional study. Kelepile M, Kebotsamang K, Mawi M, MolebatsiK,
Molefe-Baikai0J, BabayaniN, Grady SC, Mogaetsho GE, Moshomo T, Kgotlaetsile K, LeemeT, Gaolathe T, Mosepele
M. BMC Public Health. 2026 Jan 26. doi: 10.1186/s12889-026-26247-1. Online ahead of print. PMID: 41588385

Cardiovascular risk factors and cardiac dysfunction in people with HIV and breast cancer: an
observational cohort study in Botswana. Afari H, Xia C, Mwita J, Moshomo T, Huang A, Shaikh M,
Motlhwa SW, Ralefala T, Vuylsteke P, Dryden-Peterson S, Hsue PY, Gross R, Mosepele M, Ky B, Martei
YM. Cardiooncology. 2026 Jan 22;12(1):9. doi: 10.1186/s40959-025-00417-3. PMID: 41572399

Sero-genomic evidence for occult mpox exposure in healthy Nigerian adults. Abdullahi A, Omah |, KassanjeeR,
Ige F, Edun M, Osawe S, Koofhethile CK, Wisso H, Onyemata EJ, Parker E, Folarin O, Isaac AM, Saulawa UA, Ceron-
Gutierrez L, Okpokoro E, Happi A, Sokolova O, Audu R, Aliyu SH, Charurat M, Happi C, Salako BL, Doffinger R,
Abimiku A, Gupta RK. Nat Commun. 2026 Jan 20;17(1):482. doi: 10.1038/s41467-026-68335-1. PMID: 41559051

Safety, antiviral activity,and pharmacokinetics oflong-actinginjectable cabotegravir-rilpivirine in virologically
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suppressed adolescents living with HIV-1 (IMPAACT 2017/MOCHA): 48-week results of a multinational, phase
1/2, single-arm study. Gaur AH, Baltrusaitis K, Capparelli EV, Moye JH, Yin DE, Masheto G, Buisson S, Harrington
CM, Marzinke MA, Lowenthal ED, Scheckter R, Ace A, Ward S, Milligan R, Whitson K, Huang J, Cheung SYA,
Best BM, Townley E, Roberts G, Kakuda TN, Birmingham E, Mathiba SR, Aurpibul L, Korutaro V, Smith C,
Patel F, Moodley E, Bolton-Moore C; IMPAACT 2017 Collaborators; IMPAACT 2017 Team. Lancet HIV. 2026
Feb;13(2):e85-e94. doi: 10.1016/52352-3018(25)00242-5. Epub 2026 Jan 14. PMID: 41547359 Clinical Trial.

Acceptability and tolerability of long-acting injectable cabotegravir-rilpivirine in adolescents with
HIV-1 (IMPAACT 2017/MOCHA): 48-week results of a multicentre, open-label, non-comparative phase
1/2 trial. Lowenthal ED, Chapman J, Baltrusaitis K, Kovic G, Merchant S, Branch K, Tsosie C, Vaca MZ,
Heckman B, Van Solingen-Ristea RM, Harrington CM, Yin DE, Townley E, Whitton M, Agwu AL, Smith
C, Paul ME, Violari A, Moodley E, Owor M, Chokephaibulkit K, Fry S, Jao J, Mitchell CD, Buisson S, Ace A,
Kolobova |, Bolton-Moore C, Gaur AH; IMPAACT 2017 Collaborators; IMPAACT 2017 Team. Lancet HIV. 2026
Feb;13(2):€95-e103. doi: 10.1016/52352-3018(25)00241-3. Epub 2026 Jan 14. PMID: 41547358 Clinical Trial.

TuberculosisscreeningandcaredeliveryinpregnantandpostpartumpersonslivingwithHIVinBotswana.Dubois
MM, Powell M, Schenkel S, Kgole S, Masasa G, Ngwaca M, Phale B, Diphoko A, Kgathi C, Masheto G, Makhema J,
MakhondoT,MbengeC,SharmaT,SundararajanR,MathadJ,ModongoC,ButlerLM, Fitzgerald D, PowisKM.PLOSGlob
PublicHealth.2026Jan12;6(1):e0005784.d0i:10.1371/journal.pgph.0005784.eCollection2026.PMID:41525407

Prevalence of major structural congenital abnormalities detected on infant surface examination in
Botswana, 2014-2022: a birth outcomes surveillance study. Fennell C, Diseko M, Holmes LB, Mabuta
J, Hernandez-Diaz S, Caniglia E, Makoni T, Mayondi G, Lockman S, Makhema J, Zash R, Shapiro RL.
BMJ Paediatr Open. 2026 Jan 4;10(1):e002098. doi: 10.1136/bmjpo-2023-002098. PMID: 41490893

Factors associated with all-cause mortality and morbidity of motorcycle crash-related neurological and
musculoskeletal injuries in Uganda: the MOTOR cluster randomised trial ancillary study. Lule H, Mugerwa M,
Abio A, Oguttu B, Kakeeto A, Asiimwe D, Lekuya HMM, Ssebuufu R, Kyamanywa P, BarnighausenT, LWilson M, Posti
JP. Inj Prev. 2026 Jan 2:ip-2025-045737. doi: 10.1136/ip-2025-045737. Online ahead of print. PMID: 41482470

Long-Acting Antiretroviral Therapy for Breastfeeding Women With HIV Experiencing Barriers to
Adherence in Zimbabwe: Modeling Clinical Impact and Cost-effectiveness. Tewari SE, Hoffman R,
Lockman S, Flanagan CF, Webb KA, Horsfall S, Chimwaza A, Dugdale CM, Currier J, Dhodho E, Neilan
AM, Masiye K, Rana A, Mushavi A, Ebem F, Takarinda KC, Desmonde S, Freedberg KA, Ciaranello
AL. J Infect Dis. 2026 Jan 17;233(1):€192-e202. doi: 10.1093/infdis/jiaf521. PMID: 41324319

Correction: Empowering Women’s PrEP Choices: Qualitative Insights into Long-Acting PrEP Preferences and
Decision-Making during Pregnancy and Breastfeeding in South Africa and Botswana. Chen-Charles J, De
Vos L, Vundhla P, Gebengu A, Rousseau E, Bekker LG, Peters R, Mussa A, Morroni C, Toska E, Babalola CM,
Klausner JD, Davey DJ. AIDS Behav. 2026 Jan;30(1):178. doi: 10.1007/s10461-025-04925-2. PMID: 41085863

Diagnostic accuracy of the WHO clinical staging system for detection of immunologically defined advanced
HIV disease: A systematic review and meta-analysis. Twabi HH, Ueno A, Ives J, Murtagh R, Mukoka M,
Mortazavi SA, Lawrence DS, Choko AT, Semphere R, Balakasi K, Rangaraj A, Ford N, Jarvis JN, MacPherson
P. HIV Med. 2026 Jan;27(1):120-135. doi: 10.1111/hiv.70122. Epub 2025 Sep 26. PMID: 41002116

Empowering Women's PrEP_Choices: Qualitative Insights into Long-Acting PrEP Preferences and Decision-
Making during Pregnancy and Breastfeeding in South Africa and Botswana. Chen-Charles J, De Vos L, Vundhla
P, Gebengu A, Rousseau E, Bekker LG, Peters R, Mussa A, Morroni C, Toska E, Babalola CM, Klausner JD, Davey DJ.
AIDS Behav. 2026 Jan;30(1):162-177. doi: 10.1007/s10461-025-04856-y. Epub 2025 Aug 29. PMID: 40880004
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